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OKANOGAN RIVER FLOOD WARNING 
        Saturday May 19, 2018 

 
 

Although water levels are not as high as earlier forecasted, the ground is extremely saturated 
and may be unstable in areas. All citizens should remain prepared and take appropriate 
actions to protect lives and property as necessary. 
We do not have any validated reports of contaminated wells, but if you are concerned, please 
consider the following options: 
 
Drinking Water/Flooded Wells 
Okanogan County Public Health has instructions on purifying your well water once flood 
waters have receded. The instructions can be found at 
http://www.okanogancounty.org/ochd/Purifying_well.pdf   
If you have any questions please call Okanogan County Public Health.  You may also contact 
Northeast Tri-County Health for water testing. 
The Okanogan River remains closed to swimming & boating. 
 
Potable drinking water for those in need is available at the following locations: 
* Oroville City Shop, 915 Appleway 
* Tonasket City Shop, 500 Railroad Ave. 
* Riverside City Hall 
 
Per the National Weather Service: 
The flood warning continues for the following rivers and lakes in Washington...Idaho...  
Kettle River near Ferry above Curlew AFFECTING Ferry County  
Okanogan River near Tonasket AFFECTING Okanogan County  
Lake Pend Oreille AFFECTING Bonner County  
Pend Oreille River below Albeni Falls AFFECTING Bonner and Pend Oreille Counties 
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After a flooding situation, there are many things to take care of on your property. You need to remove 
mud and debris, clean up what you can and rebuild your life.  Another thing you should address, 
sooner than later, is the increased potential for mosquitoes and other biting insects after a flood. 
Within a week of a flood event, mosquito populations can explode. Mosquitoes will lay their eggs in 
any stagnant water they find, something that will be in abundance immediately after a storm-driven 
flood. Other biting and bothersome insects will take advantage of the same breeding opportunities, 
too. To combat these problems, you need to do a sweep of your property and remove trapped water 
wherever you find it 
Remember, the longer the water stays in place, the more mosquitoes you’ll get. With that in mind, get 
to this task as soon as possible. Here are some sites that can host mosquito eggs. 
 
When the flood is over, Emergency Operations will look for ways to mitigate problem areas. 

 Enhancing quality of life by reducing flood damages; 

 Being prepared for floods when further flood prevention is not possible; 

 Mitigating flood impacts on human and ecological systems, both short-term and long-term; 

 Using resources efficiently in providing, maintaining and operating infrastructure and      
prevention/preparedness measures; 

 Preserving and maintaining economic activity (agricultural, industrial, commercial, and 
residential)    where possible on the flood plain. 

 Are adequate preventive structures in place?  
o Is there an appropriate drainage system regarding flood water?  
o Are residences located in threatened areas? If so, what measures have been taken to       

reduce damages or put preventive structures in place?  

 
OPERATIONS UPDATE: 

 

 Placed 20 pallets (1,000) at a residence on 1st street 

 Staging and monitoring home sites 

 CHR’s continued monitoring Elders along the Okanogan River 

 Public Works completed site clean-up operations 

 Continued 24 hour Security throughout flood zone areas 

 Continued 24 hour Hotline operations for the Emergency Ops Center 
 


